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Amphltheater plan OK’d by panel

By.COLEMAN WARNER
Sﬁa[} writer

Racmg toward an Aug. 14
opening gala during the Republi-
can- National Convention, deve-
lopers of a proposed 7,100-seat

ainphitheater on the Erato Street
Wharf gained the City Planning
Commission’s blessing for the
-project Tuesday.

" Although des:gn plans are far
-from complete, the commission
‘voted 6-1 to advise the New
. City Council to allow the
 préject, patterned after a popular
-amphitheater built for the 1984

world’s fair.
.-~ 'The approval followed a report
by promoter Barry Mendelson,
-theé project director, who said the
Namphxtheata would “bring con-
-tinuous entertamment back to
the.xi ” especially during

;thesummer,whentounsmdxps
g f,‘Wehaveamandstetomake

\pi:omxsedafestxvedemgnandtop
-ghows.

-~ =Fhree weeks ago Mendelson
| the amphitheater would be
oni the Julia Street Wharf, but a
city. report now says his com-
pauy, Barry Mendelson Presents
, has moved the site just
upnver to the Erato wharf.

The report by city planners
cautioned that the amplntheater
“is-not the highest and best use”
of ‘the riverfront site, which may
eventually be used for a complex
of shops, offices and convention
facilities.

-Also, remains a prob-
lem, with site plans featuring
onl_v a small parking area for dig-

Melopers have said they are

working with a parking garage on
Fulton Street to provide some
and that a planned river-

Hookups
will cost

$100 more

Apartment dwellers and ten-
ants i trailer parks will have to
pdy LP&L an extra $100 for an

electncal hookup, a company
‘ spoEesman Tu

said
- ‘Mike Sanders said LP&L on
Monday raised the deposit for
i hookups from $50 to $150 for

those customers. NOPSI did not -

Taiseits fee, he said.

" Sanders said LP&L increased
its:deposit only for this group
becaiise 90 percent of the ut.ihty’s
uncollectible bills belong to ten-
ants-of apartments and trailer
parks.- Last year, uncollectible
bills- amounted to $4.4 million,

Sariders
~“We’re getting in line with
other utilities. This way, the
other customers don’t have io
p:ckupthetab,”Sandelssald.
. --Sanders said that when ten-
- ants leave outstanding bills, the
. utility must ask regulators for
n to charge remaining
customers for the shortfall.

- EP&L pays interest on all
eposits.

Tomc spill
- cleaned up
, onriverfront

. Asmall spill of a highly toxic
> chemical on the riverfront Tues-
day afternoon was cleared with-
out- damage or injuries, a Fire
official said.
¥ 'The guantity of nitro benzine
 that'was exposed about 12:20
> pam.at Cooperage Co.
- facility on the Louisiana Avenue
Wharf was very small, Deputy
* Fire Chief Wilkiam Miller said.
> There was no danger to area resi-

The chemical spill was cleaned
upbypersonnel in special chemi-
f cal-proof attire and the area
affected was scrubbed down.

’I‘Be chemical, a Class B toxic,

a highly nous substance
that can be fatal if inhaled or
mgested orally or absorbed

the skin, Miller said.

"State Police are investigating
to determine if any shipping vio-
lahons were involved, Miller said.

front trolley should help ensure
public access. Also, they said a
shuttle bus may be provided.

Despite the planning snags, the
planning report said the arena
would add ‘“people, color and
activity” to the riverfront and
would generate hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in taxes for the
city, as well as employing up to 50
people during each event.

The commission said the coun-
cil should include several require-
ments in its approval of the
project, including:
> A statement that the amphi-
theater is an interim use, and
may be removed later to allow for
construction of other buildings.
The Dock Board, which owns the
wharf, should write the shortest
possible lease for the land.

» The project must provide a
detailed plan for parking, shuttle
bus operations, rail crossings and
pedestrian access. Complete site
plans must gain the city planning
director’s approval before city
permits are issued.

» The amphitheater would be
reviewed in January 1989 to
determine how well it mixes with
nearby land uses and its operat-
ing reputation. After five years it
would face another Planning
Commission review and again
would have to gain council
approval.

The project faces a tight sched-
ule.in gaining city approval and
completing construction by the
opening of the Republican con-
vention, officials said. Mendelson
has said construction will take
about 22 months.

In other action, the commis-
sion asked the council to approve

plans by the Fair Grounds for a
parlor for horse race betting, fol-
lowing steps by the racetrack to
soften the parlor’s impact on the

surrounding neighborhood. The .
‘offtrack betting parlor, scheduled
to open May 6, would be the

city’s first.

Leaders of the Faubourg St.
John Neighborhood Association
say they are pleased with the Fair
Grounds’ agreement to reduce
night outdoor lighting, provide
free on-site parking and take
other steps to avoid disrupting
nearhy residents.

Also Tuesday, the commission
delayed action on a request by

Friedrich

developers of the Jackson Brew-
ery retail complex for a lifting of
rules that dictate when the devel-

opment must be completed. A
four-phase schedule for use of the
riverfront property was set in
1983 when Jackson Square
Investment Ltd. bought the
French Quarter property from

city.
Complex developer Darryl

Berger and city planners have |

differed over how much land-
scaping the site should have in
return for removal of the dead-
lines. Berger requested Tuesday’s
delay to allow him to discuss a
new site plan with city officials.
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