- Congress.

P TN SENATE, JANUARY 5.
Agreeably to notice, My, Pope presented

abill for the kmpravement of the United

States by public roads and canals,
M, Giles submitted the following moti.

on, .

Resclved, the Ilouse nf Representatives
conecatying therein, that a joint committee
e appainted tothe President of the Unijted
Hrates the joint resolution of the two Houses
respecting the couduct of Fraocls James
Jackson, his Britannle Majes!y's minlster
Plenipotentiary uear the United States,
and thatthe committee on the part of the
Senate consist of ‘members,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

: ~  Tuthar, Jan 4, 1810’
Mr, Vandyke appeared and took-hib¥éat,

Mr. Poydras presented thevpetition” of
the President and Directors of the Orleans
Navigation Company, praying the erection
of n light house,~Referved,

The committee of Public Lands, to whom
was veferred the petition of Jacob Garrett,
mude & report to his favor, and also reports
ed the follnwing resolution.

* Resolved, “Uhnt from and-after the Ist
day of June next, rny [m-non muking appll
cation to'the register of any of the land olli
rers ofthe Upited States for the purchase of
a tract of land,’shall produce to him ame-
morandum in writing stating the number of
the section, half section or quarter, ns the
case moy be and of the township'and range
for which he shall make application, sub.
cribing his name thereto, which shall be
Alcd 4nd preserved by the register in his of.
tice.” o~ :

"Thereport was agreedto and referred to
the committze to bring In a bill,

RULEN U ORDLERS,

On mation of M. Sutitle tha House resolv

editsélf into committee of the whole on the

' : o
auction of a rule proviamg or the previgy|
question was-nat even uecessavy tos the pls
hich its advotates had'in vies, y
iteiexparience, 4t was.koown tng;

whentver the indforityde e dispaye to forg
n question, they had ft mhelrm

)
do; that such A rale was unconstitution
hecause the constitution furbade Congresy I
vestrain the freedom of speech, and, if the,
could nat restrict.the people fu the freed
of speech, much less surely could they g
bridga that privilege in this House,
sanctaay of hbgrty 3 that every memoer
this JEouse had 2 right to deliver his sent
ments onany  subject before the Hovse, a:
could not Le deprived of it; that this priy
Iege, like the freed :m of speetl, was pro;
ductive of same avil, but the moment elth:
was restegined, such restralut woe an fnva,
slon of the principles of free guverament,
that the rule, however colored, amounte
tothls, that ne mewher of the minority sheu'
be allywed tospenk uotil nvote of permissl,
on fur that purpose way first obtafned fr
the myjority, It was ayked, would the v
novation fu'the pubiic councils have beet)
effictad if the frecdom ot debate had nof;
heen permitted ut the time when evéry
thing was going toruin? 1€ such a rule Nad
been proposcil in 1793, the natfon  wuolg!
have been tald, by thre who now
this ule, thns 1t whs she vital stab to liberd
ty, "Uhat which had been wrong yesterdiy,
was wiong to day; that which would liave
been wrang jn cue majrity could not be
right in auother Tt was also sakd by seveid
val of the supporters of Mr, Livermarey
mintion, thattbie vule propused to be strickenfh
out wasat, war with polltjcal ]lbcr;y. ncon,
patibic with fregiiom of flenatey and Indedsy
unce of the spirly of the castitution j ‘that
majorities, Who could not be suppased tobs
Vhelly exempt from the infirinities of ho,
nap natiee, might, fvom the influence o
passion, ‘rush headfong Into & measure with,
out the least consideration ; that rapidity(y
wag uot 0 niach an ohject in legislation ars
wlsdom, and a multhiude of laws oftén prove
anevil; figaily, that this rufe utthe prese.d)
time particalirly ouglit not t6 be adopted,y
as the Lnse might shortly hive to decide
the questtan of peace or war, on which,
muc‘h deliberation undoubtedly would be e
uisite. . ' B
q,()n the ‘other hand it was remarked, [n 3
suppnrt of the rule, that the evilintendel 1o
be guarded ngalnst by it,, was blended per. g
haps with same of the best sensatioas’of the))
human mind, a perseverance in what'iy,
dremed rightby each, and that the questiogiy
what wis right,could nut be decided by -\z?;
direct standard to which the human miud;
can resort; thatlt §s the principle of tuis,!
s of cvery free governnient, that the maf
Jovity shill rale, and, without assuming that
the majorky s always tight, its declslon?
was the best standard to which they cauld’]
resort 3 that themaforlty, being respansihlel
for all mensures adopted, ought nnt todw
pravented trum acring "till tea late, by a dey;
termined opposition 5 thatil the minoglty jn
$ringes the right of the majority to gav
thereshould be some rale toprevent this v
olation of the principles of the govvrnnxenk”{
that the privilege pach member pnssessed!
of delivering’ his'senthnents, however pre
clous, wasnof 8 valoable as the.right \Vhlch‘?‘
each member possessed of acting, and tha 3
res/viction of this privilege would not be g
alarming, nsthe, destruction of the gover
mient, which might be the conscquence, ae;
the rulesofihe Honse at present stood, §i
the minority were obstinately bent on pres,
venting the House frgm acting; that althe's
the praject of a ({umh leglalatnre mighe
have charmed Bongparte, he never woull?
[have haud an npportubity to approve any cosy!
stitution, had it not been for the anarchy
confucion and untestrained licentlousuesak
which prevailed in the National Conventis
ai, and which finally destroyed §tmmmme ud)
it was to prevent such anarchy and abuse of¢y
the freedom of dehate, that this tule hady
hecome necemat'ly ; that minorities too, we e,
subject to the falinga of-mankind, and thitg
passion might operate upon them, when'as:
most urgeut jaw wasto be passed, by spenke”
Ing fov 8ix hours at'a tlme, solely ta prevejty
the legistature from acling, from doing toat}
for wlhich they were expressly chosen 3 th
there was no'fear of the meusures or actsh
ol the mnjnrit{l being veiled in darkness, for
supposing (what was véry imprehable,) an}
abuse of the yule, the press was open to e-fr'
very man, and could not be restrained ; thaty
theideasf the unconstitutionnlity of such a}
rule was absurd, for the same mode of Ak,
gument would prove, that the House had}
no right toprevent any member from spesks;
Ing more than twice to the same q\xcsxllm,-i‘
alihongh the Constitution declares, that’
each House may determine the rules of it}

report bf the Pp to re-
port mlesand orders for the government of
the Honse, B

‘Thls report conta!
ather rules:

‘The previous t‘uenlm- shall be put in
this form: * Shail the main question be
uow put?” It shall only be admitted when
demanded by ane fifth of the miembers qra
sent, and, ifdecided in the afllrmative, § hall
be instantly put without amendnient or fur-
ther dehate, hit if declded in the negative,
the business shall progress as if the previous
question had not been catled.”

ins the following amongst

#On uprevlnus questlon there shall be
no debate” . .

Mr, Livermore moved to strike ‘out the
first of these rules, .

‘T'his motion was supported by Messrs.
Livermore, Gardenler, Quincy, Sheiley,
Ely, Plckman, Wheaton, Dana and Emott,
and opposed by Messty, Rpea, Basset, Rogs,

ston, Reotand Johnson,

The arguments in favor of striking cut
the rule relating to the {)rcvlms .question
were, generally, that it had for its object
the abridgement of the freedom of debate,
and was lollowing too closely the practice of
the British Parlinment; thut this House be.
ing constitutionally a deliberatvé assembly,
it was not for the’ majority to say, thus far
shall debate be permitted, and o furthere
for, if they gould do this, they had the same.
tight td say that the minority should have
uo volce ; that it would prevent the minori.
ty from siiewing the enorinity of the doings
of the” mafority, and would shroud their
a6ty in the mantle of darknesss that at pre.
sent much time mlght Indeed be consumed
In useless debate, Lut that this evil ought to
be regulated by o sense of propriety aud not
by a rule of the House; that if this vule
were adopted, the most important measures
might bedecided without a word of debate,
althonghon hearing arguments gentlemen
might have changed their opinlon of them;
that this rule might remind the House of the
circumstance that when the Abbe Sieyes
had presented a constitution to the conside
‘wulun of Bonnparte, the congueror was
charmed With the featere ofa Dwmd Legise
latire ; that legisdation without debate was
always tavorable to tyranny 3 thatthe fntro.

Smitie, Southatd, Boyd, Findiey, W, Al )

pr 93 that experience had shown
that such a rule was mecessary to prevent,
the consumption of the time of the House by
amembet’s speaking four, five, six oreight
hours merely for (he purrvwé of spliming adt!fy
time, and maviog to adjourn, cailing tha
yeus and nays on the motlon, to give hiné..
sclf time tolake breath, and then making;
frivolons mntions for the purpose of speaking
silll fonger on them ; that, in order todo the ¥
ublic business, if no such rule was adopted,
¢ would be necessary for the people toselect.
thelr representatives, not for the strengthof |
their futellect, but for'the rabustness of their’
constitutions and thelr capacity of enduring,
fatigue ; that the abuse of the freedom ob#
debate had become so Hagrantas to impeda’)
all public business, unless those desirmts. of,
doing it would sacvifick ‘thele health add;
perhaps thefr lives, In scaslors of nineteent
or twenty hours in length, and these too afes
ter.a subjecthad been debated ten or twelve
ays. It was alsosald, thatilis was no new,
rule thatit had existed in this body, with*
various modifi since the %
ment of the government until, withio two
years, when the declslon of the Honse had,
done it away [if practice, thougly it stilf ree:
mained in the tules 3 that it had existed in
the British Parlament for two centuries}!
that arguments against a rule or law, drawn;
from the possible nbuse of it, would'go to
the destruction of all Jaw and government;
that this rule hiad never-yet been arbitrarle
ly enforced, and probably never would, ay
its nbject was more to 1emind members of
the propriety of conceding n lite to thelr
tellow-members and treating them with des
corum, than for the purposc of actually putd
ting an’ end to debate } that nw mnjm‘lt("’
would Improperly use the tule, hecause, ff
they did, they were pespomsible to the peos
ple for ity who would not f. il to v.dress the,
evil. ‘The novelty in this case was said 0
be, not that such ‘a rule should have been
proposed, but that, after laving existedun!
der every adminlsteation, ¢ shoald now b,
moved toreject it,
Lhe opronents of the rule replied, thay,
this rule wus wholly different from the lorv
wer rules on tie subject, w3 It exc udel dee
1ate on the presdons as well 24 on the matn
uestion, It wig also said that tie doetrine
fald down tiat wae majority shoald govers




an arbitrary doctring, It was natural

;:,majori}le: m?eck to encrease their pow.

e It was true that the peg le might aps |:

ply she corrective to abuses of powet by the |

majority § putit might as wellbe sald, ufter

a viohatlon of the right of habeas corpus, had |

deprived the cltizen of his liberty, or after

an ex post factolaw had wswept hin oif, that
some twenty yuars hence the ‘people wauld
apply the eorrective, A majority wight set
out with the beat views, bat might do acts
to produce the most digasirone consequen:
ces, ‘The majorityalvays did wrong when
it took means td siience upposition and to
humble those wha oppose them. Thishad
| been the dectrine ten years ago of thase who
{ advocated this rule, and It was the correct
* doctrine stilhy Jb was uald that the argu-
ment that the licentionsness of debate had
[ destroyed the goverumicnt of France, agns.
' ed In supportof this rale, might reralnd the
House oF tho Hibernlan who cut his throat
to save hig life. The House were calledup:
on todestroy the principles of freedom in
order to prevent slavery, If the majority
had a right to prevent the minority from ex
pressing thelr opinlong, they hatt the same
right to send them home, tobanish them
from the capitol, .

HE ‘This v.l:hnple was continuedina warm, yet
desultay manner till 4 o'clock; when on
motion of Mr. Tallmadge, the committee
ose, 65 1027, reparted progresd and obtain.

. wd leave tosit agaln.

* January 6,

Mr, Epfics from the commitres' of Ways
and Means, asked and obtained ledve to'pra.
sent a bill torevive and contitue in foree
the fivst section of an-act entitled. “ Annet,
further toprotect the commerce abd seamep’
of the Unitéd States igalnst 'the Barbary
powers.”? {This law laying the duty’com.
snonly called the Mediterranean fund, expi-
red on the 1st fnst, The bl now rt;&nrte!\
proposes tocontinue it till the 4th of March,
1811,] 'F'he bill wastwice read and com.
mitted.

Mr. Rheapresentéd a petition from Anum-
ber of the Inhabitants of the territory of
Louislana, praying to be admitted into the
second grade of government.  Referred to
» select commlttee,

M. ¥an Horn presented the petitlon of
% President and Directors of the Commer.
clal Company of the city of Washington,
praying for au act of incorporation; sidal-
o the petition of a number of the irhabi.
tams‘ot’Wuhlngmn county, pruyiag authori.
ty tamake a road te meet a voadin the state
of Maryland.—These petltions were vefer.
red to the committee on the District of Co-
lumbla, L

Mr, Zoliand maved the following resntne
tion, which was negutived : .

“ Reygtved, ‘That the comnittee of Com.
imerec dnd Manufectares be instructed to

« enquire Juto the expediency of encourdgling
the mpnufactiring of iror by making a do-
patign of & certain portion of land tosuch
persons as may erect fron works within the
territaries of the U, States.”

My, Hasees made the followlng report:

“The committee appointed on that part
of the President’s message relating to the
naval establishment; repori, in part, that
they found that the fiigates.now in ordinary
was the only part of the subject requlring
inmmediare attentlon. Besides the motives
Exm«rmrd, in the Sccretary's: letter for an
minediate reparation of those frigates, the
€Veyull sicoation of our country furnishes a
strobg [nducement to }»luclng those yaiuable
ahips in astate taaid in the protection not of
oue ports only, but of those ‘numerous expo-
ned situations on the srater with, Which our
_Cttntry ubounds, The cominitice therefore

d the, following resolution

Resolved, That the hulls of the fiigates
now i ordindry ought to be Immediately re.
paired, =nd that dollars out of ‘any,
money in the ‘Creasury jis appropriated for
the same,” o

[Accompanying this report was a Tetter of

. the Secretary of the Navy stating his opinian
that the frigates In ordinary de require ma-
terlal repairs; that the increasing injury-
which wil] result from theiv remaining In
their present situatlon may be estimated at
30 per cent for: the'first year, The follow.
Ing eatimate of the expences of repalrs’ is
also submitted s =

*For repairs of vesselsnow incom-

.

misaion . 150,000
*For freight, store rent and all o-
ther contingent expences 75,000

+For the repair uf frigates fiow Iy-
ingin ordinary and ke uhig the v
un.boats H:al ave Hot in service
n a state'of pressevation, ect, 450,000
+For fieight "and other contingent 909
., eXpences " 106,000]
Thiv tepurt was referred toa committee of
the whole, ‘
A letter was also 1aid on the table from
the Secretary of the Navy, transmiiting a
Teport on the subject of the *Navy Pension

und.” ~
N PREVIOUS QUESTION;

. The House aguin revolved ftself into s
Conmittee of the wiole on'the untinished bu.
slness ,

Mr, Livermore's motion still under consi-;
deration— :

®  Messrs, Blaisdell, Gardenjer and Bacon
supported, and Mesary, 1toss and M'Kee op-
pu(x)e‘l l'!. . L

i the question heing taken the motion

Was ne; naeu‘ssyo:ﬂ. § )

f t-Quincy moved to amend tifs rule f)y
« striklng out’bome:wordg and insértliig otlicrs,
o ay tomalee 'thé rule'similar tothat whieh

23 heretofore existed on thls sabjects Mr.
Rhea ctlled for a division of the question ;!
and the house refused to strike out the words
59 to 36, '
dMn #acon moved to amend tli€ tule by
adding at the end of it the words * on the
Mainquestion,” so as to allow the previous
ggmlon to be debated.—Negutived, Ayes

Mr, Quincy moved to amend it by adding
the words * But the previos quenrun shall
never be putuntil every member who chuses
to speak shull hnve spoken once on the malt
qQuestion,” RN

Mr, Quincy and Mr. Tallmaiige supported
this motion, and tr. Rhea and M, W, Ale
ston opposed it

Before the question was taken, on motisn
of Mr, Smilie, the Committee rose, repor-
ted progress and obiaiped leave to sit a.

gain, .
And the house adjourned,




