BoARD 0¥ ASSISPANT ALDERMEN,

T'his Board met last night, puranant (o
adjournmmont; My, iearny 1 tho chair
and the following mewmibers prosont :
Messrs. Rose, Lagan, Walkor, Farrell,

- Bfeen, Barnes, Stringer, Pusley, Camp, *
Grandpré and Wynne, R

The reading of the minutes wes dis-
pensed with,

The ‘Lrepsurer's report for the woek
ending Saturday, 16th inst., siows re-
ceipls, $1242 97, oxpenditures, $11,631 71,
and o balange on hand of 3173(; 23, which

vus referred to the Ifinance Committeo.

The Treasurer of the City Wator
Works filkes 8 statement for the weok
ending Snturday, 16th inst., which shows
u cash balance from tho 0th_ivst. of
19,500 66 ; veceipts, §440 59, and & total
of &10,810 25, which was referred to the
Water Works Committee. A

A communication was receivod from
1he Btreet Commissioner in rogard to
the many complaints concerning the
broken condition of the bridges. He
called the attention of the Council to
the necessity of taking some immediate
steps to remedy the ovil, He -says the
responsibility for this state of things
rests with the chairman of the Iiuance
Committee of the Board of Aldermon,
who has persistently refused to approve
any requisition made for inaterinls for
repairs. e tells the Council that these
bridges will soon hocome impassablo—
many of them are wholly so now. In
any event, ho desires the responsibility
for this lamentahle negligence to rest
where it properly belongs.

. 'The communication gave rise to an an-
imated discussion, in which Messrs,
Pasley, Wynne, Barnes and Stringer

participated. A member of the Finaucy

Conmiittoo snid thag bo, for one, “ would
sign no more requisitions until he kuew

where the money was to come from to
pay for material.” )

No one could blame the Street Com-
missioner. Jie bad done all he conld,
‘The blame restec with the Finance Com-
mittee, The Strect Commissioner could
do nothing without their approval,

Mr, Stringer wanted to know when the '
repairg were to be made, before he
signed_ requisitions, and who were to
makethem, Ho bad ne gonfidencoe in the
Stroet Commissioner ip his official capn-
city. He was n clever gentloman, but not
colpetent as an officer. ‘This was the
sonren of his objection to giving a(ldu
tionn) material for repaivs.

My, Lagan thought, this was no concern
of the gentleman, Whether Mr. Murphy
wag competent or incompetent,  had
vothing to do with it. The bridges
needed repairs, and it was the duty of tho
,l')m'l‘nco Committeo to furnish supplies.
Their excuso was insufilcient; it was a
snlﬂ.n;‘fugc, asshown by the Comptroller's
report.

My, Stringer denonnced that report as
« lic from beginning to end, 110 was not

opposed to repairs, but he would sign his
name to no requisition the Strect Com-
missioner night send np, .

‘Ihe report was reeeived and laid over
sithjeet to call, .

A communication was received from
the City Attorney in reforence to the
vight of the city to use the Bayou St.
John for drainage purposes, in which ho
alleges that the ¥ight was unquestioned
under the Spanish and French Govorn-
mueits, and that thoe peculiar franchises
conferred on the . Orleans- Navigation
Company wasone of aggressive logisla~
tion, nmwarranted in [aw_ or equity,
But ho cites o decision of the Suprome
Conrt, rendered in 1852 in which this
precise question was determined, and
whieh declaves that the city, by drain-
ing into the Bayou §t. John, violates no
right of the Orleans Navigation Comn-
pany. Subsequently an act of the Legis-
atnre was procured nogativing the right
ol the vity te drain into the bayou, and
Ly reason of this act & comproniise was
efieeted, in which the citiy agreed ‘to gniy
§25,000 for tho right. Ho considers this
compromizo a8 oxceedingly ill-advised,
as tho Carondelet Canal had no right to
exach ity that poculiar right hayving per-
ished with the Orleans Nayvigution Com-
papy. Nor can any navigable sireams bo
alienated to individual purposes; and
this bayou_is navigable and a publie
highway., Ha therofore concludes that
the demand of the Carondelet Canal
Comuany should be resisted. It was or-
dered thint the report Lo veceived and
printed. )

. Ameusnge wasreceived from the Ma{lir
inclosing copies of a correspondonce be-
tween, thie Commissioners of the Consolij
dated” Debt nhd the late Fiscal Agent.
relating to the payment of intoreat npon
cou]l)ons due on the consolidated andrail-
rond debf, in which M. Leighton statos
that there are funde deposited in the
Southern Bank for this purpose. Re-.
ferred to Finance Committee. {
The Mayor vetoed the resolution au-
thorizing the adjudication of  contract
for repairing the wharves. Ho thinks
the great exponse of such an nndertaking
and the present financia) condition of the
city does not justify such a measwe, By
general congent the message leid over
nutil the néxt meeting to await n full
,Iiotm'd. 1t is designed to pass it over. the
veto, . . .

Mr, Stringer_rosigned his position as
member of the Water Works Committos,
and _Mr, Barnes was appointed iu his
stead s snhsequently the neceptanco of
My, Stringer’s resignadion was roconsid.-
ered and the snbject Inid over wntil noxt
neting, L '

I'he Board then adjourned.




