[Kor the Pioayuno.]‘ !
THE NEUTRAL GROUND,

For a long time the locality upon which
the large avenue of Canal street is_sitae
uted, was known under the above desig-
pation, This was_at the time that the
Bolitlcnl parties had pretty nearly divided

ctween the upper and lower distrio!
or ppunicipalities, of Now Orleans. Bu
long before this efooh, and as early as the
Irénch domination, this vicipity had
attracted the especlal attention of the
inbabitants of the lower portion of the
city, on account of its convenlent posi-
tion for the opening of 4, water commu-
nication between the River Mlselssilg)i
and the uppor branches of the Bayou St.
Jobn, the outlet to the Lake Pontochar-
train. Onsowse topographical maps made
in 1727, or under the administration of
Gov. Perrier, the first design of such a
capal is to be found, ruunijng from the
margin of the river arouiid the oity, and
losing itself toward thg back lands in
tho neighborhood of tho present Bayou
Road. There is even asmall busin desig-

nated nerr the léves, now the site of the -

gronite Custom-House, where small ves.
sels, in the shape of Yirogues and skiffs,
are seon floating, whilst in their vicinity
# number bf sbeds are orected for the
beildivg of otbers no doubt intended for
future navigation, However, this plan
of convecting the river with the lake
by a capnl running to the natural
water outlet, the Bayou 8t, John, was
never carvied out, although oven the
Jesuit fathers abt one timp (in 1785
bad cuguged to umtertako this awf
enterprise, ‘Tho faot js, that althongh
the Canal streot locality espeomllf n.
vited to this undertaking, tho Inbor
forces at that time woere inadequate fop
tho carrying through the almost impass-
able cypross swnmgs o navigable canal
of even the smallest dimeusions, Ilence
the ‘project 1ewained in statu quo, and
the open‘space ouiside the picket fences
and the glacis of the fortitications was
Jooked upon a8 common ground for the
pusture of onttle and horses,

In 1796, however, when Gov. Caronde-
Jes had sgain placed all the fortilion-
tions around the city in a respectable
state of repnirs, on acconnt of apprehen-
sions of invasions from above, or even
from the'internal commotious, crented
by the very lively times of the French
revolution,  Barthelemy Lafon, an engi-
neer employed under tho Bpunish Gov-
ernment, obtained from the Governor a
commission for ereoting upoh part of
these commons, or open pasture grounds,
supdry establisbments for the working

of a foundry, and other materials neces- .

sury for the repairs of the city fortifica-
tions and defences, At about tho same
time, and in the near vicinity of these
temporary erections, other mechanics
such as rope_or cablo makers soliolted
.and_obtained permission with roﬁu.rd
for the like temporary crection of sheds
and buildings for a rope wealk, ete. For
these concessions writton -permits may
“have been issued under the adwministras-
tion of Gov. Carondelet; but after his
“departiire, and under tho successive ad-
-ministration of Goy; Gayoso, Casa-Oalvo

and Salcedo, the coloniyl authoritios were
 especially enjoined from Lirant.inx any-
n

‘royal land —concessions the near
vicinity of the city of Now Orleans, as

‘may be secn under the nt.rlngenb land .

ordinances issued by the
Morales, in 1709, and thereabout, After
tho transfer of Lonisiuna, in 1803, to

ntendant

the United Btates, the locality under re-

view remained for a number of yeors in
a state of quiet or little disturbance.
The territorial legislature had incorpo-
rated the Orleans Navigation Compuny
in 1805, for tho purposo of carrying out
the uriginal plan of connecting the Mis-
sirippl with Lake Pontchartraln, by ex-
tending the Canal Carondslet’ through
t,b“iﬁ ‘nnid ?n_.:}al streots to the shores of
o Mississippi.

project migB bhave been sccomplished
stration, since the Canal Mariguy, in the
lower part of the city, had been success-

interest to Jenve this improvement aside
and to ¢ontont thomsolves with meroly

I'hereupon various claims sprang u
to the ownership, sebsionp'o'lr'gn ‘oylz
ment of the neutral und:  Bar-
thelemy _Lafon, in 1810, and others,
claimed these grounds in vit&nefog roy!

orders under Spanish Governors; and in '

1818, or thereabout, by some compra

no doubt with the thgn of cy‘&?rpgxfgfs?gif
these vacant pasture flelds” were sold to
- various individuals, efter having been
1ajd outi in Jots and streets to correspond

with the old eity proper and the upper

faubourg or Bubnrb 8¢, Mary, laid bat in
1788 and 1795 by the Graviers.  Upon this
-same locality hal been erooted the Char-

fully conneoted with the river,. Bab.it '
sgeg;s that the oompany found, it to their

ity Hospita), which stood in the sauare .

vart. of which § . ied by Me-
chanios’ Fall, tﬁenxw:lgpo%d&'renoe,

 Btate Library, eto; The fortifications:.

were leveled about the year1808-9, for we

1ind in a paper of 1810 that there & public -

romenade had been erected along the

ormer glacis, extending from the Levee
towmd:gI Rampar g .e«a&.g Atlpresent:&his
Canal Avenne is the most splendid qu
ter of New Orleans, and in course of timé
will extend towards the Metairio Ridge
 with its immense pilesof buildings.
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var- .
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That at that time thig .
8|

with comparative ease, nesds no demon- -

widening their already navigable canal, -



