HENRY VIGNAUD.

———
A French Tribute to the Distinguished

Orleanian,
f T
Whe Has Been Secretary of the
American Legntion for a Quax-
ter Century,

In a recent number of “Les ‘Tablettes
du Vingtiemp Stecie,” o weekly news.
paper of Parls, France, there appeared
an cdltorial |sketeh of Mr. Menry Vig-
naund, chlef secretary of the Amerlean
embassy In Iarls, As Mr. Vignavd is
4 native of New Orleans, and  das
uchieved such o spilendid record in dip-
lomatle clrcles abroad, a translation of
the artlele is given delow. Mr. Vignand
13 a brother of Mr. ., A, Vignaud and of
Mrs, General wohn CGlynn, Mrs. N, Mell-
leur and Miss B, Vignaud, of this clty,

One speclal  distnetion  which  the
Parisian publieation bas falled to men-
tlon 1s that Mr, Vignaud was particolarly
actlve and suecesstul In assisting in the
Arafting of the postal treaty bpetween
I'rance und the United States, and that
he was enrolled in the Leglon of Honor
Tor thls linportant service, on the recom-
mendation of the duke de Cazcs, then
minister of foreigu aMairs.

The ‘“lablettes du Vingtieme Slecle”
Is & pubdlieation spocially Aevoted to
sketches of notabiilties In the diplomatic,
finanelal and commerclal elreles.  the
artlele about Mr., Vignand s signed by
Mr, Jules Michel, proprietor and man-
ager. and is not only justly and highy
complimentary to Mr. Vignaud, but also
to the Creoles of Louisfana,

M. Miche! is led Into an error, how-
ever, In stuting hat Mr, Vignaud Is *the
last descendant of the okl French colon-
ists, on the elassic soll of liberty.” 'fhere
are many more here in this city like Mr,
Vignaud, speaking che purest Ifrench, and

'3t dates back to the re-
motest poviods of  Mrench  arvistocraey.
Many descendants ¢f  French  colonlsts
still have In thelr hearis the warmest
love awd veweratlon for the land of thelr
anestors, amd alrhough  Amerleans by
birth and by (hat Lier loyal to thelr
native Innd, follow with —sympathette
sentlments overy phase of natlonal weal
or woe which passes over IPrance,

The arvicles is as Tollows:

OV,

HENRY VIGNAUD,

MY, ITenry Vignaud, chief sceretary of
the United States eimbassy, is the dean of
secretarles o Paris. tHe s 0 sepluage-
pavian, full of nctlvity, courtesy and
sprightiiness,

Born in New Orleans, threc-quarters of
a century ago, he represents the porfoer
type of Crecles of Louisinua, in whose
velas courses the purest brench blood.
On the banks of the Mississippt deha,
which Touls XI1I colonized, and which
the fivst consul .ceded 1o the  Ualned
- States, there ave sometimes found, but
now at rarve intervals, & fow old descend.
ants of the first IPrench colonists, whose
exquisite politeness nand good breeding
réenll the elghteenth century, and who
appenr to us s the Uving representatives
of some of our remote anceslors,

Such is Mr, Henry Vignaud, American
by bLlri, hut French by descent and edu-
cation, whose appolntmeut to the respon-
sthle position he lms oceupled for the
past  twenty-five years was justly de-
gerved and ue,

In veath, Mr, Vignaud secms {0 enjoy
the privilege of frremovability as chicef
secretily of the Amercan embassy, It
matters mot If in ‘the politieal changes
that come every fourth year over the
people [n the great republic heyond the
g2a the Liemocrutie party or the Lepubli-
enn party gadns control, o matters not
what changes ensue In admindstratve
aml in diplamatie cireles, Mr. Vignuad
reralns s position ay persona grarissima,

Mr. Hlenry Vignand mude his debut In
(l'l[]ll()lmlt.’_\' ag seeretary of the Amerenn
delegation of the Geneva nrbliration trib-
unal which adjusted the Alnbamn clalms,
The following year be came to IMaris as
seereunry of the Amerienn hrauch of the
internationnl  metrical system  congress.
Awml tn 1875 he was appointed by the
Unlted States as seeretary of the Amer-
can legatlon of Parls, and hns not Jeft
us since that date,

It has been humorously stated that
Mr, Vignand s the only American cltl-
zen perfeetly at home with the I'rench
Inngunge; but thig assertion must be
taken with due allowanece. Mr, Vignaund,
selon af Loulsinnn Creoles, Is In his cle-
ment, ke fish in water, In high Pavisian
society; nmd it Is to the ervedit and
honor of the state department at Washe
fngton that Tie has been retained in a
position whic¢h suits him s0 cminencly,
In this lostance the department has
shown far-sighledness and sound judg-
ment and great diplomatic faet.

ITs Queies ape fur from bBeing purely
representntive. X

Irar Instance, in 1885, when the United
States government oflered 1o arblirate
for the cessation of war with China, It
wns Mr. Vignaud, who, In the absence
ol the Amoriean; minister, was speelnlly
c¢harged to begin and to bring to a satls.
actory conclusion the prelbnlnary ar-
rrngements for peace hetween
I'rance and the Celestial cmpire. Jor
this and “other heilliant diplomatie ser-
vices Mr., Vignaud has been for a long
time a ehevalier of the Leglon of Honor,
It was entirvely dae to the personal tact
of Mr, Vignnud that publle opinion was
g0 completely appeased, and rhe United
States government gave Its prompt nnd
equitable deelsion In the regreftable in-
eldent In which Borrap Agured—Dorrup,
that noval oficer who so flagrantly vio-
Iated the lnws of hospltality angainst the
Frenel nation,
lor the International ccremonles and
the varfous diplomatie manifestations
which will be bhrought abwut by the ex-
position _of 1000 the eminent General
Hornece Porter, who represents bere the
powerful Amervican republie, cannot have
a more valunbie and worthy eallaborator
than Mr, Vignaud, X
We sincerely hope that Mr, Henry
Viguand, last descendant of the old
French colonisis _on the classic soll of
Hberty, wHl end his modest, and yot
glortong, days fu our midst. Nowhere
else will be found wmore rvespeet, con.
sideration and lhonors.




