—An innovatlon in the matter of
providing transportatlon facllitles for a
great city under public ownership and
control was inaugnrated at New Or-
leans on July 1, when the “frat spike”
war driven In the tles ot the Publlc
Belt Ralltoad, This raflroad, which
18 to be twenty miles long, will enclecle
New Orleans, connecting all liney of
rallway and all docks and wharves,
rendering the handiing of that city's
growing commerce a simpler and more
economical problem than ever betora,
and appareinly placing New Orleans on
4 par as regarda frelght handling with
the best situated cities In this or any
other country. The speakers at the
ceremontes uttending the formal begin-
ning of thia work all spoke hopetully
and contidently of the great henefits 1o
nccure to New Orleans trade and In-
dustry trom the working of this rall-
road, which is Tooked upan es likely
to cheapen the cost of handling of
frelght, open large areas of waste land
to setllement, attract great numbers of
manufacturing enterprises to the city,
and glve to New Orlenns the absolute
command and management of a large
part of the vast incomlng and outgo-
fng commerce of the Misstssippl valley.



