American’s Work on “Columbus.”

Henry Vignaud, Venerable Chief Secretary of United
States Embassy in Paris, is First Yankee to Receive
Highest Literary Honor France Can Bestow.

Spccial to The State.

Purle, Jan 1—Henry Vignaud, thaell
venersble firat secretary of the Unlted
Statea embussy in Purls, Is now pute
ting the ntshing 1ouches to tha recond
vorley of his monumental work, ~Critis
ea] Ntudles of the Lif

t b -
“Thia In the high-
ext form of upreciation thut France can
bealow, and no other recognition else-
where 18

e
g

tinetion rarely glven to forelgners and
Mr. Vignaud 4 tho first Amerlcun to

1ecelve

Duilng the 12 yeary that ho has e,
stded In Paris Mr. V1 ated
At el e to Ritorient studios

witl
destructive of the halo hise
torling, who have devoted littie orige
inal rorcurch Lo the wublect, have sur-
rounded

iy lirst series of erltient studies”
suld  Mr.Vignaud, left Colunibus
when Fe ettier In Portugnl and mar-
a new wetles I tako him

m gommenceme his lite
in Portugal until hls departura for the

mucovo ry uf Ametlen, In otner words,
ond setton §3 A "continuance of
the firstr My Critical stiies hawever,

concluda with Columbus® staiting o fat
iy

age hecauso Rfler that his Hife

Js rully Tccorded nnd.thars Ao mo din.
puted polats about hlm to e clenied
up. bus was & man of mystery
and n most consummaia lr,
coutlnually nbout himsclt.  Is lied
whenover “ho thought it werved hly
persanil interesis. [ prove hin to be
a conflrmend llar
“In my comin

k L take up {ho

suppased dixcussion of his plan of yoy- | Now,

uge, With the learned men of tha Urile
vernlty of Salamanca and of Spiin gen-
erally. Columbus was more of n sail-
or than of &, savant, but he wished o
Rive the impression’ that he was con-
stuntly in comunientin with the learn-
men of his day  Ite was not.
uilouy point ahont

“There 14 aln o

Vieatrice Hentiquer, muther of his meée
ond _Aon, a debited  quostion
whether ho was marrled or not,

prove heyond dispte that he was'not
matried fo Bentrico, This v something
that Wil hinso to he taken Into uccount
fn_consldering his fitness for canonlzas
Illn cldest son, howeyver 14 legls
timate, for Columbus was matrled in
Portugal. It I from thig son Lhut the

| e poel t of man who 13 worthy of hero

He Jed | eny

Duke s Verngua, wbo ratres bulls for
o fights fn Npiln_and who visited
Amerlca during the Chicag exposition,
Iy dexcended, \
“I1 Iy aften sald that T am ton severn
upon_ Colu
to get at u
tho truth about him that proves him to
huve been a consummate flar, She res
ults of my Investigations ket forth In
my first serjes of studies ure now ace

cepted ay incontroyertible all ses
rlous studcnts of the discoverer of
America.  Fllwon Young, for instance,

in hin lifo of Columbus, accepts my
wmenuom Lhrougho

ention aleh that the dscove

ho ‘troe ato of Colimbas

{1200 mine. Since I mdde that known
1 dacument hay bren biought to 1ight
showing that Columbus was born
20 maintatnod Formerty mi nis:
torles of the ator
largely upon tradition,

Tacts

"\VIH Columbus ever he mude a saint,
Mr, Vignaud?” I uske

“Never, [ h@llvw,” \lr. Vignaud re-

upon_me as a

kind'of lay devi whioeato, Yoo Know

who {s uppointed tn

«question of the canonization of Coluin-

us N full of dnteiest for Americuns.
1§ hellevo Akat tha Knights of Colum
bus, weiful nrgapization in the

Unlted skates, pusted 1he cononlzution.
Amerlcins contributed towuxd
pense of tho Investigation.
nent nrhzln.m:d in_France,
favored It, Ten XITf frowned upon it,
and Pus ‘X hasy taken no actlon in
the malter. Ttecently it wag sald that
the question was being taken up again
the Instigatlon of the Knights of
Columbus 1 have communicated with
TNome on the matter and the reply s
U!'Ll nothing In helng done g

44 can not be canonized hes

to the canons of the
Cathonio church, that honor Iy reserys
e enly for thoss who ate possessed of

d by om, or nt
onst through whom, not less than
three mirn. ave been wrought.

no miracles are attributed to Co-
Tumbus and ho can not have been hero-
ically virtuous becuuso he wad a most
Recmplohed. Tk Bnd ho ved i cons
cubinuge with Beatrice Hentlqusz, The
question of hiy cananizatlon never even
reached tha congregatlon of rites which
ls step The Knights of Co~
umbus wlif hiave to wait & leng time
for thelr saint”
Vignauds sludies of Colrmbug
and his estimates of the chaaeter of
e man nre all the more interesting
becauge o* the fuct that it was a feel-
rofound admiration for tho
discoverer of A | based  upon
what he that time read
ahout mm llml et T o take up the
Hubjec
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